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W O M E N’S LAW CAUCUS AT UNIVERSITY state + cs +
RECEIVES LAW STUDENT GRANT
MISSOULA--
The W o m e n’s Law Caucus, a branch of the University of Montana Student Bar Association, 
has been awarded a $150 grant from the Law Student Division of the American Bar Association.
According to project director Virginia Sumner of Wolf P o i n t , M o n t ., a first-year 
student, the grant is to be used to finance the W o m e n’s Law Caucus Counseling and 
Recruitment Program.
"The primary goal of the 1977 recruitment program is to expand efforts to include 
the recruitment of minorities as well as women," Sumner said. "The focus will be p r imarily 
on the American Indian. Although Montana has seven Indian reservations, an Indian 
population of 36,443, and ranks fifth in the nation as to a percentage of total population 
(5.2%), only three Indians have graduated from the UM law school within the past eight 
years and are practicing in Montana."
The W o m e n’s Law Caucus plans to contact the various Native American Studies Centers 
on college campuses throughout the state, and with the help of funds from the grant, 
provide information on how to apply to law school, financial aids and scholarships 
available and opportunities within the legal profession.
The regular recruitment p r ogram for women will also be continued, with pamphlets 
and information sent to all high schools and colleges in Montana regarding opportunities for 
women in the legal profession.
-more-
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The second aspect of the counseling and recruitment p r o g r a m  involves the presen t a t i o n  
of a forum entitled "Women and Minorities in the Law" M a y  14 in Missoula. The caucus 
plans to conduct a seminar with p articipation from women and Indian attorneys throughout 
the state and from individuals involved in m i n o r i t y  admissions programs.
Membership in the W o m e n’s Law Caucus is open to all student bar members. Ma t c h i n g  
funds for the Law Day and the Counseling and Recruitment P r ogram have been pledged by 
Robert E. Sullivan, dean of the UM law school.
For the past two years, the caucus, with financial support from the A m e r i c a n  Bar 
Association Law Student Division and Dean Sullivan, has sponsored a recruitment p r o g r a m  
for women.
Evidence of the success o f  this effort is indicated by the fact that 33% of the 
first-year law class in the fall of 1976 at UM consisted of women.
In 1972 there were eight women in the entering class; in 1973, nine women; and in 
1974, there were also nine women.
In 1975, the first year of the recruitment p r o g r a m  sponsored by the W o m e n’s Law 
Caucus, entering class enrollment was at 14. In 1976, first-year enrollment of women 
reached 25. Out of a present total enrollment of 219, there are 47 women.
M argery H. Brown, assistant dean, is faculty adviser for the project. Janice S. 
VanRiper, M i s s o u l a , and Robert McCarthy, A n a c o n d a , first-year students, are also c o­
ordinators of the project.
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